Developmental changes in the clustering pattern of sleep rapid eye movement activity during the first year of life: a Markov-process approach.
Findings are presented in support of the hypothesis that the tendency of sleep rapid eye movement (REM) activity to group into burst structures changes with age during the first year of life in normal infants. Specifically, by assuming a markovian model for the generation of 1 sec long units of REM activity, it is shown that the propensity of those units to develop a sustained clustering pattern may increase during the first 2 months, possibly reaching a plateau at about 4 months. On the other hand, the overall density of REM activity units may continue to increase beyond that point in time.